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Carlos Flores
Editor-in-Chief
 On the morning 
of January 24th, 2019, an era 
at University of the Pacifi c 
would come to an end as 
University President Pamela 
Eibeck announced that she 
would be retiring following 
the spring semester, with pro-
vost Maria Pallavicini taking 
the position of interim pres-
ident starting July 1st, 2019. 
“Th is was a diffi  cult decision, 
because I care deeply about 
Pacifi c, our students and 
the communities we serve,” 
explained President Eibeck in 
her offi  cial statement, saying 
that, “Last spring, I informed 
Board of Regents Chair Kevin 
Huber that I intended to retire 
early to spend time with my 
husband and our growing 
family. I also shared my 
desire to provide continued 
leadership for the compensa-
tion and budget adjustments 
through the end of this year.” 
Th is decision came as a 
surprise to much of the Pacifi c 
community, as Matthew Spain 
‘19 recalls that “As a senior, 
I never expected for the end 
of my collegiate journey to 
coincide with the retirement 
of President Eibeck.”
Th e last months of Eibeck’s 
tenure, according to a 
Malavika Raj
Lifestyles Editor
 On Friday, January 
11th Pacifi c senior Shunichi 
Fujishima, 22, was arrest-
ed by the Stockton Police 
Department for alleged sexual 
misconduct. He was charged 
for 8 felony counts for sexual 
assault of a minor under the 
age of 14. 
     He is being held at the San 
Joquin County Jail under cus-
tody and is awaiting his third 
court date. 
   Fujishima took part in 
Pacifi c’s swim and dive team 
from August to December 
2016. He was not recruited 
by the school and served as a 
walk on member of the team, 
quitting aft er one semester for 
“unknown reasons” according 
to Peter Richardson, the head 
of Pacifi c’s swim and dive 
team.   
Although he is in the 2015-16 
roster photograph, his name 
is not listed as a past member 
of the school’s team anymore. 
He is an Applied Economics 
major at University of the Pa-
cifi c. It is not clear if he is still 
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statement from the Board of 
Regents will include respon-
sibilities such as preparations 
for the university’s budget 
adjustments for the next fi scal 
year and continuing work 
on the university’s strategic 
priorities. Th e statement, 
released by Board of Regents 
Chair Kevin Hubert ‘86, states 
that, “Th e months ahead will 
require a shared commitment 
to collaboration by all. I am 
confi dent that the university 
community will work together 
on the implementation of the 
aforementioned initiatives.” 
Th e University has not indi-
cated that it will change any of 
the controversial budget cuts 
announced under Eibeck’s 
presidency, including the 
recent discontinuing of the 
women’s fi eld hockey program 
this past fall. Despite this, the 
student body still hopes that 
the change in leadership will 
lead to improvements within 
the university. “I believe 
President Eibeck’s retirement 
could lead to the university 
improving, simply because 
recently we have been able 
to detect and verbalize the 
issues we have on campus,” 
says Elizabeth Malone ‘21. “ I 
think if the president search 
committee includes student 
and faculty participation and 
if their insight is valued, that 
we can fi nd a new president 
to welcome to our university,” 
Malone continued. 
Eibeck’s retirement follows a 
semester rife with controversy, 
with the Pacifi c community 
expressing its dissatisfaction  
through various demonstra-
tions during the fall semester. 
Th ough Eibeck’s statement 
stated that she informed 
Board of Regents Chair Huber 
that she was intending to re-
tire last spring, it is unknown 
whether or not said demon-
strations held any infl uence in 
her decision. “While serving 
any position for a decade, it 
does not come as a surprise 
when one decides the time 
has come for a new endeav-
or. However, that natural 
end doesn’t always coincide 
with turmoil and negative 
perception,” explains Spain, “I 
am unsure how much of the 
recent public outrage towards 
President Eibeck infl uenced 
her decision.”
 Th e University 
plans to move forward with 
the support of the outgoing 
President in the course of the 
next fi ve months, and with 
the leadership of Provost 
Pallovincini following Eibeck’s 
departure in the search for her 
replacement. Huber declared 
in the Board’s statement that, 
“We will engage the university 
community in helping defi ne 
the important characteristics 
of the next leader and helping 
to set the stage for a successful 
search process.” “What hap-
pens next will be completely 
dependent on who is selected 
to be Pacifi c’s next President. 
I think the Provost will focus 
on stabilizing the campus 
while a search is conducted 
for the next President,” says 
student body President Grant 
Kirkpatrick ‘19, “My hope is 
that future student leaders 
demand participation in the 
selection process of the new 
President, and that they work 
tirelessly to ensure that Pacifi c 
is led by a President who is 
student-centered.”
the victim was 12 to Decem-
ber when the victim turned 
13. Th e charges include: lewd 
or lascivious act with a child 
under 14; oral copulation of 
minor; penetration by foreign 
object; “statutory” rape with a 
minor under 16; continuous 
sexual abuse of child; sending 
or exhibiting harmful matter 
to minor; 
and possession or control of 
child pornography. Fujishi-
ma was also charged with 
attempting to dissuade a wit-
ness. Th e police are currently 
investigating if there are any 
other victims. 
Fujishima was just removed 
as the head coach of the Swim 
club from their offi  cial website 
a week aft er his arrest. Parents 
and coaches of the Stockton 
Swim Club have been espe-
cially quiet since the arrest 
was made. Assistant Coach, 
Skye Beckes, had no comment 
on the situation either. Uni-
versity of the Pacifc sent out 
an email January 12th about 
the arrest of a student based 
on alleged sexual misconduct, 
but did not include any other 
details.
Fujishima’s bail has been 
set to $1,875,000, reduced 
from the original $2,850,000. 
Currently, he is labelled as a 
“fl ight risk and a danger to 
the community,” according to 
San Joaquin County District 
Attorney’s Facebook page.  He 
was expected to make a plea 
deal during his second court 
appearance on January 24th, 
but did not. His attorney, Gil 
Somera, had no comment 
when asked about his case. 
Fujishima’s third court date 
is set for February 5th at 8:30 
A.M.
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currently enrolled as a student 
at University of the Pacifi c. 
In November 2016, he was 
hired by the Stockton Swim 
Club, a local non profi t swim-
ming club. According to his 
LinkedIn profi le, he served as 
the owner and head age group 
coach. He was responsible 
for “developing, planning, 
organizing, and leading the 
competitive swim program.”  
Th e club coaches 7-17 year 
olds and had just been on an 
eight day trip to Japan in April 
of 2018 located in Tokyo Tat-
sumi International Swimming 
Center.
  Fujishima is accused of h  
aving an inappropriate sexual 
relationship with the victim 
from May 2018, from when 
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